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In Athens, the Acropolis is visible from almost everywhere — but which angle, which distance,

and which quality of view you wake up to depends entirely on which hotel you choose. We've

ranked Athens's best stays by the Acropolis view they deliver and matched each one to the

neighbourhood it opens up.

Athens Seen From the Right Hill: A Hotel
Guide Built Around the Acropolis View
The  Acropolis  is  156  metres  above  sea  level,  visible  on  clear  days  from  80  kilometres  away,  and

unavoidable from anywhere within Athens's central districts. Every hotel in the city that can see it sells

this as its primary attribute — and the difference between a genuine Acropolis view (the Parthenon framed

by nothing else, lit at night against a dark sky) and a "Acropolis glimpse" (a portion of the rock visible

between  two  apartment  blocks  from  a  corner  room  on  the  7th  floor)  is  the  difference  between  an

extraordinary hotel experience and a disappointed one.

This guide ranks Athens's best hotels by the Acropolis view they actually deliver — then explains what

neighbourhood each hotel puts you in for the rest of the day.

Athens is also a city most UK travellers seriously underestimate. They arrive for the Acropolis, discover

the  Acropolis  Museum (one  of  the  finest  modern  museum buildings  in  Europe,  housing  the  greatest

collection of ancient Greek sculpture outside of London's contested Elgin Marbles), and then realise the

city below the rock — Monastiraki, Psyrri, Koukaki, Kolonaki — has a restaurant, nightlife, and coffee

culture that rivals any European capital. This guide gives you both: the view, and what's below it.

Compare live Athens hotel prices | UK flights to Athens Eleftherios Venizelos (ATH)

The Acropolis View — Understanding What You're Paying For
The Acropolis rock faces south. The Parthenon (the main temple, dedicated to Athena) sits on the rock's

highest point. The view that appears in every Athens hotel photograph — the Parthenon directly facing

you, the columns lit at night — is seen from the north (from Monastiraki, Thissio, and the hills of Plaka)

and from the northwest (from the Kerameikos and Psyrri neighbourhoods).
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Hotels that claim "Acropolis view" from the south (Koukaki, Makriyianni) see the south slope of the rock

— the Theatre of Dionysus and the Odeon of Herodes Atticus — but not the Parthenon front. This is a

legitimate view (the theatre at night is beautiful) but different from the iconic columns-facing-you image.

Hotels on the  east (Kolonaki, Syntagma) see the Acropolis from the side — the columns visible at an

angle, the Erechtheion more prominent than the Parthenon.

The best Acropolis view is from the north, from a rooftop in Monastiraki or Thissio, looking directly at

the Parthenon's south face. Several hotels deliver this. Some deliver a fragment of it and call it a "view."

We've noted the difference.

MONASTIRAKI AND THISSIO — The Direct North View
Hotel Grande Bretagne — Syntagma Square Vasileos Georgiou A 1, Syntagma. 320 rooms, the most

historically  significant  hotel  in  Greece  —  opened  1874,  directly  on  Syntagma  Square  (Constitution

Square, the site of every major Greek political event since independence). The rooftop pool and GB Roof

Garden restaurant  have the most  complete  Athens panorama available  from any hotel  rooftop — the

Acropolis to the southwest, Mount Lycabettus to the northeast, the parliament building directly below. The

hotel  has served as  headquarters  for  multiple  armies during the city's  20th-century occupations.  For:

luxury travellers, first-time Athens visitors who want the most prestigious address, those for whom the

Syntagma Square position and the rooftop panorama justify the premium.

Electra  Metropolis  Athens  — Ermou Street Ermou 15,  Monastiraki.  216 rooms,  the  most  directly

Acropolis-facing rooftop pool  in  central  Athens  — the  rooftop Ciel  restaurant  and pool  bar  have an

unobstructed view of the Acropolis and Parthenon from the north, the columns facing directly toward you

across the Monastiraki district. The hotel's position on Ermou Street (the pedestrianised shopping street

connecting  Syntagma  to  Monastiraki)  gives  immediate  access  to  both  the  ancient  Agora  and  the

Monastiraki flea market.  For: those who prioritise the Acropolis view above all other criteria, couples,

first-timers.

Ergon House — Mitropoleos Mitropoleos 23, Monastiraki. 38 rooms above the Ergon deli-restaurant

complex — the most food-focused hotel in Athens. The ground floor houses Athens's finest artisan food

shop (olive oil,  honey,  cheese,  wine from Greek producers)  and the Ergon restaurant  (modern Greek

cuisine, the finest hotel restaurant in the city). Upper floor rooms have Acropolis views to the southwest.

For: food-obsessed travellers,  couples who want the combination of neighbourhood character,  artisan

Greek produce, and rooftop Acropolis access.

PLAKA — Ancient Neighbourhood
Plaka  is  the  neighbourhood  at  the  foot  of  the  Acropolis  —  the  oldest  continuously  inhabited

neighbourhood  in  Athens,  where  Byzantine  churches  sit  next  to  ancient  ruins  and  19th-century

neoclassical houses. The tourist density is high; the authenticity is real beneath it.
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Herodion Hotel — Makriyianni/Plaka Boundary Rovertou Galli 4, Makriyianni. 90 rooms in the quiet

neighbourhood directly south of the Acropolis — the Odeon of Herodes Atticus is literally next door (the

ancient Roman concert venue where international artists perform during the Athens Epidaurus Festival).

The rooftop terrace faces the south slope of the Acropolis — the Theatre of Dionysus and the Herodes

Atticus theatre visible below the rock. For: culture-focused travellers, Athens Epidaurus Festival concert-

goers (the hotel can arrange tickets and has direct access to the Herodes Atticus), those who want the

Acropolis south-slope view.

Acropolis  Hill  Hotel  — Filopappou Webster  7,  Filopappou Hill.  59 rooms with direct  views of the

Acropolis from the west — the Filopappou Hill position (the park immediately west of the Acropolis)

gives a different angle from the Monastiraki north view, seeing the Parthenon from the side as well as the

Propylaea gateway. The rooftop terrace is one of the most atmospheric in Athens — the rock is close

enough to feel its presence.  For: those who want the Acropolis without Plaka's tourist density, quieter

neighbourhood position, couples.

KOUKAKI — The Neighbourhood Below
Koukaki  is  the  residential  neighbourhood  immediately  south  and  southwest  of  the  Acropolis  — the

neighbourhood where Athens's young professional class lives, eats, and drinks. Veikou Street's natural

wine bars, the Acropolis Museum 10 minutes' walk, the Filopappou Hill park accessible on foot.

AthensWas Design Hotel — Syngrou/Fix Dionysiou Areopagitou 5, Makriyianni/Koukaki. 21 rooms in

the  most  architecturally  precise  boutique  hotel  in  Athens  —  directly  on  the  Dionysiou  Areopagitou

pedestrian boulevard (the walkway that runs from the Acropolis Museum to the Thissio gardens). The

hotel is designed by architect Alexandros Tombazis, and the Acropolis-facing terrace restaurant (Sense

Athens) delivers the south-slope view combined with the finest Cretan-influenced menu in central Athens.

For: design and architecture travellers, food-focused stays, couples who want the most precise boutique

hotel in the city.

Hera Hotel — Makriyianni Falirou 9, Makriyianni. 38 rooms near the Acropolis Museum — one of the

best-value Acropolis-area hotels in Athens. The rooftop garden restaurant faces the Acropolis directly (the

south slope with the Theatre of Dionysus). The neighbourhood position puts you 5 minutes' walk from the

Acropolis Museum entrance and 10 minutes from the Plaka lanes.  For: value-conscious travellers who

want Acropolis proximity, families, solo travellers.

KOLONAKI AND SYNTAGMA — Upscale Athens
King George Hotel — Syntagma Vasileos Georgiou A 3, Syntagma. 102 rooms directly opposite the

Grande Bretagne on Syntagma Square. The Tudor Hall restaurant on the 7th floor has the most complete

south-facing view across the city from the Syntagma position — the Acropolis visible from the southwest

angle. More intimate than the Grande Bretagne at 102 rooms versus 320. For: luxury couples, those who

want Syntagma position at boutique scale.
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NJV Athens Plaza — Syntagma Vasileos Georgiou A & Stadiou, Syntagma. 182 rooms on Syntagma

Square — the third anchor of the Syntagma luxury triangle (Grande Bretagne, King George, NJV). The

Parliament Building Guard change (Evzone guards in traditional uniform, changing every hour on the

hour in front of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier on Syntagma Square) is visible from the hotel's ground

floor windows. For: first-timers who want Syntagma position, the parliament guard change experience.

Athens's Essential Experiences 2026
The Acropolis — Dawn, First Entry The Acropolis opens at 8am (April-October), occasionally earlier.

The first entry group of 30 minutes before the tour coaches arrive is quiet enough to hear the wind through

the Parthenon columns.  Book at  etickets.tap.gr  — timed entry is  now required.  The Erechtheion (the

smaller temple with the Caryatid porch — the stone women bearing the roof load on their heads, the

originals now in the Acropolis Museum), the Propylaea gateway, and the Temple of Athena Nike (the tiny

Ionic temple at the southwest corner) are as significant as the Parthenon itself and less crowded.

Acropolis Museum — The Most Important Greek Museum in the World Bernard Tschumi's 2009

museum at the foot of the Acropolis — the finest new museum building in Europe. The third floor (the

Parthenon Gallery) reconstructs the full Parthenon frieze in its original sequence, with the pieces now in

Athens interspersed with white casts of the pieces in London, Paris, and Rome. The gap between the

Athenian originals and the white casts is the most eloquent argument for the return of the Elgin Marbles

that exists. Book at theacropolismuseum.gr.

Ancient Agora — The Heart of  Athenian Democracy The marketplace and civic centre of  ancient

Athens — the Stoa of Attalos (the two-storey marble shopping arcade, reconstructed in the 1950s and now

housing the Agora Museum), the Temple of Hephaestus (the best-preserved ancient Greek temple in the

world, intact since 415 BC), the remains of the law courts, the council house, the mint. Less crowded than

the Acropolis; more viscerally connected to the daily life of ancient Athens.

Monastiraki Flea Market — Sunday Morning The Monastiraki flea market on Sundays extends across

Abyssinia Square and the surrounding streets — vintage furniture, military antiques, Byzantine icons, old

books,  Soviet  cameras,  Greek embroidery.  The permanent  antique dealers  on Ifaistou Street  are open

daily; the Sunday market adds the amateur sellers and the most interesting finds. Arrive before 10am.

Psyrri for Dinner — 9pm The former working-class district northwest of Monastiraki — now Athens's

most  concentrated restaurant  district.  The tavernas on Agion Anargyron Square (grilled octopus,  fava

(yellow split pea purée), tsipouro spirit), the ouzeris on Miaouli Street, the newer creative restaurants on

Aisopou  Street.  Go  at  9pm  when  the  Greeks  eat  —  the  pre-9pm  tourist  rush  has  cleared  and  the

neighbourhood settles into its natural rhythm.

Cape Sounion Day Trip — Sunset 60 kilometres south of Athens on the Attic coast — the Temple of

Poseidon on the cliff above the Aegean. Lord Byron carved his name into the temple's marble column (the

graffiti  is  still  visible).  The drive down the coastal road (the Apollo Coast,  lined with beach clubs in

summer) takes 90 minutes. Arrive 2 hours before sunset, watch the sun descend into the Aegean from the
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cliff where the temple stands. Return to Athens in the dark. The most romantic day trip available from any

European capital.

Vari Fish Tavern — South Attica Coast 25km south of Athens, the fishing village of Vari on the Apollo

Coast — the traditional fish tavernas (Trata, Spitiko, Terkenlis) serve the freshest grilled fish in Attica.

Lunch at 2pm (Greeks arrive at 2-3pm for the main Sunday meal), whole fish grilled to order, fresh horta

(boiled wild greens with lemon), retsina (the resinated white wine that belongs only in this context). The

drive back to Athens through the Attic pines at 5pm is one of the most complete Mediterranean afternoons

available.

The National Archaeological Museum — Tuesday Afternoon The finest collection of ancient Greek art

in the world — the Antikythera Mechanism (the 2nd-century BC analogue computer found in a shipwreck,

the most complex mechanical object from antiquity), the Mycenaean gold (the Mask of Agamemnon), the

classical bronzes (the Zeus/Poseidon of Artemision, the Jockey of Artemision — the two finest ancient

bronzes in existence). Book ahead; Tuesday afternoons have the lowest visitor numbers.

UK Flights and Practicalities
Direct UK-Athens: British Airways, easyJet, Ryanair, and Aegean Airlines fly LHR/LGW/STN/MAN-

ATH. Flight time 3h30m. Athens Eleftherios Venizelos Airport — Metro Line 3 to Monastiraki station

takes 40 minutes (€9 single). The most reliable and scenic airport-to-centre connection.

UK visa: No visa required (Schengen, 90 days).

Currency: Euro.  Athens  is  one  of  the  most  affordable  European  capitals  for  restaurants  and  local

entertainment — a full taverna dinner (meze spread, wine, fish) for two costs €40-60 in Psyrri or Koukaki.

Tourist-facing restaurants in Plaka charge double. The Monastiraki and Psyrri neighbourhoods have the

best price-quality ratio.

Best months: April-June and September-October. July-August (35-40°C) is very hot and the Acropolis in

July  afternoon  is  a  physical  challenge.  The  Athens  Epidaurus  Festival  (June-August)  brings  major

international performances to the Herodes Atticus theatre and the Epidaurus theatre (2.5 hours south by

road — the most complete ancient theatre in the world, the acoustics unchanged). September-October:

warm sea, quieter city, the finest light on the Acropolis.

Frequently Asked Questions
Best Athens hotel with genuine Acropolis view? Electra Metropolis (rooftop pool facing the Parthenon

directly from the north), Hotel Grande Bretagne (rooftop panorama including the Acropolis from a wider

angle), or AthensWas (south-slope view, the finest restaurant, the most architectural hotel in the city).
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How many days do I need in Athens? Three nights: Acropolis at dawn, Acropolis Museum, Ancient

Agora, Monastiraki flea market Sunday, Psyrri dinner, Cape Sounion sunset. Four nights if you're adding

the National Archaeological Museum and a day trip to the Epidaurus theatre.

Is Athens safe for UK tourists? Yes — Athens is safe in all the areas covered in this guide. The city has

significant homeless population around Omonoia Square (north of Monastiraki), which some visitors find

confronting. Pickpocketing on the Metro (particularly the airport line at weekends) is the tourist-relevant

risk.

Privacy Shield: Why Book Athens Through JetMeAway
Greek hotel groups share booking data across Aegean and Mediterranean portfolios. Book direct with any

Marriott or IHG Athens property and enter their European marketing pools.

When you book Athens through JetMeAway, your data reaches the hotel only at check-in.

Ready to Book?
Search Athens Hotels → | Flights to Athens (ATH) →
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